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The first line of medical defense in wartime is the combat medic.
Although in ancient times medics carried the caduceus into battle to
signify the neutral, humanitarian nature of their tasks, they have
never been immune to the perils of war. They have made the
highest sacrifices to save the lives of others, and their dedication to
the wounded soldier is the foundation of military medical care.
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At the present time, this
illustration is unavailable
pending copyright permission.

The artist, Ken Nakagawa, witnessed rescue operations
performed by Japanese naval personnel along a riverbank
in Hiroshima at 0840 on 6 August 1945. Approximately
280,000 deaths occurred as a consequence of this first
atomic bombing. The reactions of other survivors are
explored in Chapter 8.

Reprinted, by permission, from the Japanese Broadcasting Corporation
(NHK). Unforgettable fire: Pictures drawn by atomic bomb survivors, 1%
American ed., 90. New York: Pantheon Books, Random House, Inc.,
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